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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM JOHN DOWNS 

 

Children (Equal Protection from Assault) (Scotland) Bill 
                                                                                                                                                  

Do you support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by parents or 
carers? It will do this by abolishing the defence of reasonable chastisement. Please 
provide an explanation for your response. What groups would be impacted by the 
change (for example, parents, children, public services, the legal profession, etc)? 

 

I am entirely opposed to this Bill and its’ aim to end the physical punishment of children by 
parents. It would suddenly criminalise many decent, loving parents, who occasionally use 
moderate smacking as a means of discipline. This Bill is a state intrusion too far into family 
life. It is, and always should be, the role of parents, not government/ law enforcement 
agencies to decide how to discipline their children. Reasonable smacking has never been 
considered as child abuse, nor ever should be. Both parents and children would be 
adversely affected by the Bill. Potentially hundreds of formerly law abiding parents could 
receive criminal records. Children could be seriously damaged by the fallout from their 
parents now being prosecuted, fined, imprisoned and potentially even being removed from 
their parents/ siblings! This has already happened in countries where smacking has been 
criminalised (eg  the Norwegian example referred to in the weblink below).  

There is also a major issue of religious freedom. The Judeo- Christian tradition, for 
example, includes a belief in the parental discipline of children, including some physical 
punishment on occasion (eg the book of Proverbs, important to both Christians and Jews 
supports this belief ). 

Finally, police time and resources would be far better spent on serious cases of child abuse 
that on normal parental discipline. 

https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/parenting/kids/a-disturbing-new-case-of-legal-
kidnapping-has-cast-a-spotlight-on-norways-child-protection-laws/news-
story/6ba9cffbb11adb8340d3b22609c3c8be 

Yours Sincerely 

 

John Downs 


